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hello
Here is  my essent ia l  suppl ies l is t  to help you navigate a

maze of  pens and set  you up to cont inue your Cal l igraphy
pract ice at  home.

There are recommendat ions for  pens,  paper and places to
buy them, a long wi th how to care for  your new pens and

even a l i t t le  pract ise sheet  you can pr int  of f  at  home to help
you on your way.   

Big Love



When pract ic ing i t ’s  important  to
t ry and stay consistent ,  your in i t ia l
pract ice is  about  bui ld ing muscle
memory.  Once you feel  conf ident
wi th your basic st rokes you’ l l  f ind
i t  easier  to use di f ferent  pens.  

In the workshop you used a Pentel
Touch Sign Brush Pen 
This is  the best  beginners pen I
have found,  and t rust  me, I  have
tr ied them al l !  

Heads Up! I f  you’re buying th is in
a shop please make sure you’re
get t ing the pen wi th the subt le
gl i t ter  through the casing,  there is
an ident ical  pen wi th a hard n ib
and a sol id b lack casing,  avoid
th is one.   

Practice

Z



01
An excel lent  beginners pen,
hardy and durable,  th is  pen
wi l l  take on al l  you give i t  and
st i l l  s tay f resh.  I t  a lso comes
in a range of  beaut i fu l  colours.

PENTEL TOUCH
SIGN BRUSH PEN 02

Another smal l  n ib brush pen
which good for  beginners.  I t
has a s l ight ly  harder n ib than
the Pentel .  There is  a sof t  and
hard t ip avai lable.

TOMBOW
FUDENOSUKE

03
A beut i fu l  pen though the nib
dul ls  quick ly and your
hair l ines wi l l  not  s tay th ing i f
you’re heavy handed. One for
the more exper ienced.

ZEBRA FUDE 
BRUSH PEN 04

Anything that  is  p i tched for
watercolour paint ing wei th a
f lex ib le nylon t ip.  This is  more
l ike a brush than a pen and wi l l
be d i f f f icu l t  to handle.

PENS TO AVOID

Small Brush Pens



01
With a rubber t ip  th is  pen is  an
excel lent  choice as the nib
does not  f ray,  I  prefer  these to
the next  pens! .

ZIG GRAPHIC
TWIN MARKERS 02

These are the pens you see
everyone using onl ine however
they are t r icky to master  and f ray
real ly  quick ly!  Bet ter  for  when
you’re a b i t  more conf ident  wi th
your dr i l ls .

TOMBOW
DUAL TIP

03
Lovely and inky but  can end
up leaking on to your hands.
Lovely to b lend colours
together.

KARIN MARKERS
PRO 04

I f  you l ike i t  Big,  Thick and Inky
then th is is  the pen for  you.
Great  for  b lending but  of ten
hard to contro l .

ECOLINE
BRUSH PEN

Large Brush Pens

These nibs are much larger so you wi l l  need to
scale up your let ter ing to use them,



Store your pens nib down where possib le to keep
the nibs wet and ink f lowing. I f  n ib down is  not
possib le hor izontal  is  second best !  

Be gent le,  these nibs are a l l  f ibre t ipped and
won’ t  take to k indly to scrubbing on paper.  

Use a smooth paper too,  anything too rough wi l l
f ray your n ibs.

Ink wi l l  ‘b leed’  on ink jet  paper and ru in your hard
work,  or  at  least  make i t  sof t  focus!  

Don’ t  Share your pens!  You’ l l  become real ly
precious about  your pens,  that ’s  tota l ly  ok and
al l  par t  of  the process of  becoming a pen- addict .
Welcome to the c lub.

Proper
Pen Care



Laser Printer Paper 
Always go for  laser pr inter  paper,  never ink jet  as th is is
too absorbent  and your ink wi l l  b leed.  You’re a iming for
the best  you can af ford,  100- 120gsm is ideal .  

For going mobi le – i f  you’d l ike to take your pens away
with you the Rhodia Dot Pad are great .  These come wi th
dot ted guides to help you keep consistent  s ized let ters.
This paper is  real ly  smooth and perfect  for  pract ice.

You can also look for  Claire Fontaine paper as th is is
good for  cal l igraphy though usual ly  a l i t t le  more
expensive.  

Tracing Paper or Vel lum
Goldl ine Popular  Tracing Pad is  great  i f  you’re looking to
go through your workbook again -  use t racing paper to
pract ice your dr i l ls .  I t  can also be cal led Vel lum i f  you’re
looking onl ine.  

Paper To Avoid

Whatever you do,  and as much as i t  sounds l ike you
should use i t ,  p lease avoid ‘Cal l igraphy Paper ’ .  This is
usual ly  very rough parchment and is  the k iss of  death for
your n ibs.

Paper

For General Practice



D
Located in De Courcy’s Arcade,
Cresswel l  lane,  they stock a huge
range of  Japanese imported pens.
You’ l l  f ind Sakura,  Kuretake and
Tombow in here a long wi th some
other exci t ing f inds!  ! .

DRAW ART STORE N
Based in Dundee wi th an onl ine
store there’s so much lovely stuf f
that  Nikk i  has curated,  i f  you’re into
Bul let  Journal ing then th is is
def in i te ly  the place for  you.   

NIKKI’S 
SUPPLY STORE

M
The shop is  located on Stockwel l
s t reet  in Glasgow but  you can also
buy onl ine f rom their  s is ter
company Greyfr iars Art .

MILLERS ART
STORE S

I f  you’re not  local  to Glasgow vis i t
your local  Ar t  Shop,  support  the
independents before you head to
the bigger stores.  We al l  real ly
appreciate your support !

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL ART SHOP

Shop Local

Click on the names to v is i t  the onl ine stores,

https://drawartstore.wordpress.com/
https://www.nikkissupplystore.com/
https://www.nikkissupplystore.com/
https://www.nikkissupplystore.com/
https://www.greyfriarsart.co.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsart.co.uk/


SSCRIBBLERS CCULT PENS

JJET PENS JJACKSONS ART

Shop Online

Click on the names to v is i t  the onl ine stores,

Ok, so somet imes you have to go fur ther af ie ld to get
suppl ies,  but  I  s t i l l  t ry  to keep i t  indie where possib le.   

Here are some of .  my favour i te independent p laces
onl ine to buy f rom.

TTOM’S STUDIO

https://www.scribblers.co.uk/
https://www.cultpens.com/
https://www.jetpens.com/
https://www.jacksonsart.com/
https://tomsstudio.com/


©Toasty Type 2024
www.toastytype.com



t se
e
yo

u
so

on


